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Over the last several months, I’ve been watching the
announcements for geomorphology sessions at the
Washington DC AAG meeting roll in, and I know I’m
preaching to the choir when I say it’s great to be a
geomorphologist! Session topics as usual are quite
diverse, marking a certain eclecticism and ready
willingness to reach across disciplinary boundaries that
seem to be typical of our Group. The content of GSG
sponsored sessions (a list of those sessions occurs
subsequently in this newsletter) in addition to running the
gamut of core geomorphological issues, also includes
mixes of ecosystem perspectives, environmental change
and management from several different angles, the
human component through diverse foci from
geoarchaeology to land use, geomorphological
pedagogy, and even perhaps a little methodological
analysis. As an additional highlight, add in the annual
Taylor-Francis / Routledge Distinguished Lecture on
Geomorphology and Society, which has become a great
tradition at the AAG meeting. This year the Lecture will
be given by Dr. Stan Trimble from the University of
California Los Angeles, speaking on “The Severity of
Historical Soil Erosion and Hydrologic Disruption in the
Eastern US; Some Agronomic, Economic, Sociological,
and Hydroclimatological Considerations”. Many of you
are probably aware that Stan’s classic Man-Induced Soil
Erosion on the Southern Piedmont originally published in
1974 was offered anew as a second edition publication
in 2008 from the Soil and Water Conservation Society,
with a forward by Andrew Goudie. Stan’s lecture is sure
to be just as classic and memorable, so get there early if
you can. Traditionally the lecture has been around noon,
but this year due to increasingly difficult conference
scheduling issues, it had to be moved to 4:40 pm
(Friday), so please make plans.
The mix of topically diverse, technologically
innovative, theoretically insightful and societally relevant
research that will be on display in DC is sure to provide
that extra level of inspiration and energy that makes the
annual AAG meeting a highlight in the geomorphological
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addresses this problem in the column below, and I hope
you will all take a close look at that. The GSG carries out
a number of important functions in fulfilling its mission;
having healthy student paper and proposal competitions
that help fund student research and show off the rising
talent in our Group, one way or another has to be given
a very high priority among them.
Thanks again to the many members who have
supported the GSG with their ideas, donations of money
and time, voluntarism, good advice and representation
over the last year. I’m grateful for having had the
opportunity to serve as Chair, and I’m looking forward to
seeing everyone who can make it to Washington DC and
the interesting geomorphology sessions and other
functions at the AAG meeting.

calendar. I’ve recently been musing about diversity and
societal relevance in geomorphology not only because of
their general importance, but also because of their
particular pertinence to geomorphology practiced outside
of academe. I suppose it is really true that our
geographical training allows us to be comfortable, even
conversant with diverse phenomena, both physical and
human, that although not specifically geomorphic,
nonetheless influence what we perceive as important
and how we approach problems. More generally, the
discipline of geography unites people of varied academic
and professional backgrounds, such that many of our
graduate students have received primary training in
other disciplines before becoming geomorphologists. I’m
inclined to believe, like many, that diversity in
perspective allows one to more easily adapt specific
skills to myriad societal issues represented in the job
market. Although I have no data, and even very little
anecdotal evidence to support the belief (and if anyone
out there does, I’d like to know), it makes sense that
highly adaptable scientists would be able to tap into a
wider array of employment opportunities, which is critical
at times like these when recent graduates and even
many established professionals may be seeking
employment in a less than perfect time for finding it.
Fortunately, geomorphological training does
provides an excellent set of marketable knowledge and
skills which we would do well to periodically evaluate,
maintain and expand as we move the science forward,
and work to grow the discipline. Similarly, I think it
behooves us to continually watch for and seek out
emerging applications for geomorphological knowledge
and skills in our ever-changing economy. Regular
readers of Geomorphorum will recognize that similar
calls for promoting interdisciplinary perspectives and
applications of geomorphic knowledge have appeared
more than once in recent years. Maybe it’s my own bias,
but it seems to me that the response has been quite
positive, especially in terms of more explicit attention to
demonstrating the practical relevance of our research.
We need, of course, to make sure that this demonstrable
usefulness is also communicated to the larger public. At
a minimum, most universities have personnel devoted to
publicizing interesting research and matching expertise
with public concerns, and this is one readily exploitable
resource that everyone should consider engaging with.
In my first “Message” last fall, I closed by inviting
members to offer ideas about improvements, directions
and issues that would be beneficial for the GSG to
consider. Although there were few direct responses, I
realize that a lot of ideas move through indirect channels
as they are discussed among individuals, doubtless
greatly refined, further promoted or discarded. In other
instances, issues arise that aren’t immediately apparent
to anyone except those directly confronted with finding
solutions. Once such instance I would like to direct
attention to revolves around participation in the Group’s
student paper and proposal competitions, which fell
dramatically this year to what may be an unprecedented
level. Current Awards Committee Chair Alice Turkington

Very best regards,
Dan

A MESSAGE FROM THE AWARDS
COMMITTEE CHAIR
By Alice Turkington
The Geomorphology Specialty Group gives out a
number of awards each year: the Mel Marcus
Distinguished Career Award; the G.K. Gilbert Award for
Excellence in Geomorphological Research; the Reds
Wolman Graduate Student Research Awards; and, the
Graduate Student Paper Awards. These awards are
administered by a committee of three, and while active
members are usually informed on the progress of
awards each year through attendance at the annual
business meeting, many members may be surprised to
learn that some awards may not be given due to lack of
nominees or applicants. The reasons for this are not
clear, and we hope that this message will stimulate
discussion, perhaps leading to a reassessment of the
awards procedures to better serve our members,
especially the student members.
The Mel Marcus Award consistently attracts a number of
nominations for excellent geomorphologists at the
pinnacle of their career. It is not easy to choose one
recipient among this stellar group of scientists, who have
each been nominated by four of their peers, and, for that
reason, nominations stay open for two years. The Grove
Karl Gilbert Award is given to the author(s) of a
significant contribution to the published research
literature in geomorphology in the previous 3 years, and
may be awarded for a paper, book or monograph. While
the G.K. Gilbert Award remains competitive, the
committee has noted a reduction in the number of
nominees in recent years, and last year the award was
not given due to a lack of nominations. This is an
unfortunate, but rare, event, and in the upcoming years
we hope to continue to see worthy recipients of the
2

tweet about this, there may be other outlets for
information we are overlooking. Second, are the
requirements onerous? The Wolman awards require a
short proposal and letters from advisors; since students
are writing proposals for their committees, for
professionalization classes, and for funding applications,
it would seem appropriate to request an abbreviated
version for this competition, but that may not be the
case. In the case of the student papers, it has been
suggested that students prefer to present in thematic
sessions rather than in student paper sessions, where
they feel there might be limited exposure. In past years,
student sessions have been well attended, and some of
our most prominent researchers are past recipients of
student paper awards; however, today’s students in the
job market may not consider this to be the most
beneficial “exposure”, and would forgo the opportunity to
receive the award in order to present in other sessions.
Would students prefer the opportunity to present their
papers twice? Third, are the deadlines appropriate?
Apart from the student paper awards, the award
applications and nominations are sent to the committee
early in the year, usually at the end of winter break. This
year, the awards committee deemed a January 1st
deadline unappealing, and suggested a later date; this
did not appear to affect the numbers of nominations.
Fourth, are the awards valuable? The answer to this
must surely be yes, the receipt of an award from the
Geomorphology Specialty Group is of great benefit to a
student looking for an academic position, and the
monetary prize is substantial relative to similar
competitions in other specialty groups. Yet, the
competitions for the awards have dwindled to an all-time
low, and if there is another configuration of these awards
that might remedy this situation, we should consider it.

award be recognized for their outstanding work in
geomorphology.
In 2006, the Geomorphology Specialty Group named the
student research awards as the Reds Wolman Awards,
in honor of M. Gordon Wolman, who passed away this
year. With the death of Reds Wolman, we have lost a
cornerstone of the discipline of geomorphology, a
member of that generation, which, as Anne Chin wrote in
Geomorphorum in 2006, symbolized the excitement of
new research in geomorphology, overturned paradigms
and whose work inspired many of us to study
geomorphology. In honor of the memory of Reds
Wolman, the Geomorphology Specialty Group make
annual awards to support graduate student research,
based on short research proposals submitted by student
applicants, accompanied by letters of support from
advisors. The student research awards carry significant
cash prizes for one recipient reading for a Masters
degree, and one recipient at Doctorate level, to support
their research needs. Student papers at the AAG annual
meeting may also be entered into the competition for
Graduate Student Paper Awards; two cash prizes are
given to the most effective presentations from a Masters
and a PhD student, evaluated by the Awards committee
in special student paper sessions.
Students comprise a majority of the membership of the
Geomorphology Specialty Group, and these awards
reflect the consensus among members that nurturing
students and supporting their research should be a high
priority. At the upcoming meeting in Washington,
however, no Reds Wolman Student Research Awards
will be given, as there were no applicants for the award.
There will be no student paper award at the Doctorate
level, as no presentations were submitted; the student
paper competition at Masters level will not feature
special student paper sessions, as there are insufficient
presentations to warrant special sessions. This
surprising lack of involvement from students is part of a
longer term trend in falling numbers of applicants in the
research and paper competitions, but this year has seen
a catastrophic drop and many of the awards will not be
given. This raises many questions, such as: why
students are not participating, whether the format of the
competitions no longer serve students’ needs, how can
we maintain the value of the awards?

With best wishes for the meeting this year,
Alice Turkington

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
2010 AAG MEETING
The 2010 Annual Meeting of the AAG will be held in
Washington D.C., April 14-18. Highlights include:

In trying to revive the competitions that support and
highlight student work, which are central to the mission
of the Geomorphology Specialty Group, we should
perhaps ask the students themselves, and their
advisors, how we can better organize these
competitions. First, are we advertising successfully? It
would appear that our visible and informative web site,
administered by Mike Urban, has many visitors,
especially around the AAG registration dates and prior to
the meeting. The student competitions are also
announced on Geomorph-List, which most of our
members subscribe to. While I doubt that we need to

Geomorphology Specialty Group Business Meeting
Thurs. (4/15); 8:00 - 9:00 PM.
Taylor-Francis/Routledge Distinguished Lecture on
Geomorphology and Society, Fri., (4/16); 4:40 - 5:40
PM
2010 Sessions sponsored by the GSG:
Wednesday 4/14
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3505 Environmental History and Geoarchaeology II:
Papers in Honor of Karl Butzer’s 50 Years in Academia
2:40 – 4:20 PM

1228 Landscape Controls on Ecosystem Processes
10:00 - 11:40 AM
1234 Geomorphology and Environmental Change on
the Tibetan Plateau I
10:00 – 11:40 AM

3236 Environmental Restoration Research
10:00 - 11:40 AM

1434 Geomorphology and Environmental Change on
the Tibetan Plateau II
12:40 – 2:20 PM

3451 Human Impacts on Watershed Processes 1 –
Hydrological Processes
12:40 – 2:20 PM
3551 Human Impacts on Watershed Processes 2 –
Fluvial Geomorphic Processes
2:40 – 4:20 PM

1553 What divide? Latour, Physical/Human
Geography, and the Matter of Nature
2:40 - 4:20 PM

3651 Human Impacts on Watershed Processes 3 –
Ecological and Geochemical Processes
4:40 – 6:20 PM

Thursday 4/15
2148 Fluvial Geomorphology: Progress and
Challenges in River Meandering Research
8:00 – 9:40 AM

3653 Taylor Francis/Routledge Distinguished Lecture
on Geomorphology and Society
4:40 – 6:20 PM

2210 Environmental Systems of Small Lakes and
Ponds in the Appalachian Region
10:00 – 11:40 AM

Saturday 4/17
4116 Coastal geomorphology and Management I
8:00 - 9:40 AM

2239 Abrupt Change, Scale, ‘Collapse’ 1: Narratives of
Climate, Causation and Collapse
10:00 - 11:40 AM

4116 Coastal geomorphology and Management II
10:00 - 11:40 AM

2439 Abrupt Change, Scale, ‘Collapse’ 2: Complexity
and Hybridity in Human-Environmental Systems
12:40 – 2:20 PM

4109 Elevation Modeling Applications at Global,
Regional and Local Scales
8:00 – 9:40 AM

2248 Fluvial Geomorphology I
10:00 – 11:40 AM

4641 State and Fate of Frozen Ground and Periglacial
Environments
4:40 – 6:20 PM

2448 Fluvial Geomorphology II
2:40 – 4:20 PM

4543 The Use of Photography and Rephotography in
Geomorphological Research and Teaching – Session
1: Qualitative Approaches 2:40 – 4:20 PM

2548 Fluvial Geomorphology III
2:40 – 4:20 PM
2648 Fluvial Geomorphology IV
4:40 – 6:20 PM

4543 The Use of Photography and Rephotography in
Geomorphological Research and Teaching – Session
2: Quantitative Approaches 2:40 – 4:20 PM

2565 Hurricanes IV: Geomorphic and Ecologic
Impacts/Paleotempestology
2:40 – 4:20 PM

4465 Thinking Beyond Climate: Biogeomorphology
and Biotic Drivers of Landscape Evolution
12:40 – 2:20 PM

Geomorphology Specialty Group Business Meeting
(8:00 – 9:00 PM)

Full Program Schedule at
http://aag.org/annualmeetings/2010/index.htm

Friday 4/16
EUROPEAN GEOSCIENCES UNION GENERAL ASSEMBLY
2010

3146 Aeolian Geomorphology I
8:00 - 9:40 AM

The European Geosciences Union (EGU) General Assembly
2010 will be held May 2-7 in Vienna, Austria.
http://meetings.copernicus.org/egu2010/. Geomorphology
Sessions as posted on the meeting website:

3246 Aeolian Geomorphology II
10:00 – 11:40 AM
3405 Environmental History and Geoarchaeology I:
Papers in Honor of Karl Butzer’s 50 Years in Academia
12:40 – 2:20 PM

GM1 – Geomorphology - General Sessions
GM1.1 EGU/AGU Geomorphology Symposium - Quantifying
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landscape response to climate change
GM1.2 One year after the Abruzzo 2009 earthquake
GM1.3 Planetary Geomorphology
GM1.4 Geoscience methods and techniques: multidisciplinary
approaches to Geoarchaeology

GM8 – Geomorphology - Hillslopes and Soils
GM8.1 Geomorphic Processes in coupled hillslope-channel
systems
GM8.3 The geomorphic significance of mass wasting
processes
GM8.4 Hillslope processes in space and time
GM8.5/NH3.14 Rockfall I&II: Detachment, trajectory modelling,
deposition and mitigation strategies
GM8.8/NH8.2 Geomorphology and Hazards in Karst Areas

GM2 – Techniques and Methods in Geomorphology
GM2.1 High definition topography - data acquisition and
analysis
GM2.2 Airborne and Terrestrial Laser Scanning and
geomorphology: possibilities, problems, and solutions
GM2.3
Complex systems research in Geomorphology – Concepts,
methods and application
GM2.4/SSP2.5 Advances in Quaternary Geochronology

GM9 – Geomorphology - Rivers
GM9.2/HS13.11 Sediment transport, erosion, and channel
morphology

GM3 – Rates, Dates and Fluxes in Geomorphology

GM10 – Geomorphology - Sea

GM3.1 Quantifying erosion and weathering rates across
spatial and temporal scales
GM3.3 Sediment fluxes and sediment budgets across space
and time
GM3.4/HS2.4 Sediment transfer and transit time across scales:
tracing, budgetting and modelling (co-organized)
GM3.5/HS2.5 Measuring and modelling sediment transport in
small and large streams
GM3.6/HS13.10 Stochastic sediment transport: from
measurements to morphogenesis

GM10.1/HS3.3 Coasts and estuaries
GM10.2 Coastal zone geomorphologic interactions: natural
versus human-induced driving factors
GM10.3 Dynamics of rocky coastlines
GM10.4/TS4.9 Seafloor expression of tectonic and geomorphic
processes

GM4 – Climate and Climate Variability in Geomorphology

The 21st Biennial Meeting of the American Quaternary
Association (AMQUA) will take place August 13-15
(2010) and will be hosted by The University of Wyoming
in Laramie. Plenary sessions will take place Friday 13
August through Sunday 15 August, with a half-day
interlude on Saturday for entertainment and short hikes
in the Veedauwoo Recreation Area of the Medicine Bow
National Forest, a 20-minute drive from campus. Student
AMQUA members who are presenting a poster or a
paper at the 2010 AMQUA Biennial Meeting may apply
for travel awards.
Information: http://quaternary.uwyo.edu/amqua10
- Rolfe Mandel, AMQUA President

21ST BIENNIAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN
QUATERNARY ASSOCIATION

GM4.1 Geomorphic response to environmental change
GM4.3/SSS37 Erosion, land degradation and terrestrial carbon
cycling
GM4.4/SSS43 Chemistry and physics of the Earth’s surface
system: from reactive transport to monitoring of the 'critical
zone'
GM4.5/HS2.2 Impact of climate and land use change on
erosion, sediment transport and sedimentation
GM5 – Landscape Dynamics
GM5.1 Long-term landscape evolution and interactions
between tectonic and surface processes
G22/GD2.4/GM5.2/SM1.4 Coupling topography, surface
erosion and tectonics
GM5.3 Interpreting the detrital record: advances, applications,
and limitations
GM5.4 Late Quaternary morphodynamics in East Asia
Convener: Margot Boese
GM5.5/MPRG8/SSP1.5/TS4.3/CL1.1/GD2.5 Eurasian Climate
and Tectonics
GM5.6/TS4.5 Geodynamics of the Alps - from deep-seated to
surface processes
GM5.7/TS4.2 Topography Evolution of Europe: Uplift,
Subsidence and Sea Level Change (Topo-Europe) (coorganized)

BINGHAMTON GEOMORPHOLOGY SYMPOSIA,
2010-2012
2010 - Geospatial Technologies and
Geomorphological Mapping
October, 15-17 - University of South Carolina Columbia, SC
Hosted By: Dr. Allan James, Geography, University of
South Carolina; Dr. Stephen Walsh, Geography,
University of North Carolina; and Dr. Michael Bishop,
Geography-Geology, University of Nebraska-Omaha.
Supported in part by the NSF GSS program.
Details of the conference and a circular are available on
the following web site:
http://people.cas.sc.edu/ajames/bing41/

GM6 – Geomorphology and Ecology
GM6.1Process geomorphology and ecosystems - disturbance
regimes and interactions
GM7 – Geomorphology - Cold Regions

2011 - Zoogeomorphology and Ecosystem
Engineering

GM7.2 Cold regions geomorphology
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This conference is sponsored by the International
Society for Aeolian Research, the Instituto Nacional de
Technologia Agropecuaria, and the Unversidad Nacional
de La Pampa, Facultad de Agronomia UNLPam. This is
the seventh meeting of the International Conference on
Aeolian Research. Previous meetings have been held in
Aarhus, Denmark (1985), Sandbjerg, Denmark (1990),
Zyzxx, CA, USA (1994), Oxford, U.K. (1998), Lubbock,
TX (2002), and Guelph, Ontario, Canada (2006). The
ICAR conferences attract aeolian geomorphologists,
physical scientists, soil scientists, and erosion specialists
from around the world to discuss the latest challenges
and discoveries of aeolian research.

October, dates to be specified - University of South
Alabama - Mobile, AL
Hosted By: Dr. David Butler, Geography, Texas State
University-San Marcos, and Dr. Carol Sawyer, Earth
Sciences, University of South Alabama.
For further information, contact David Butler at
db25@txstate.edu
2012 - Isotopes in Geomorphology
October, dates to be specified - Binghamton University,
Binghamton, NY
Hosted By: Dr. Paul Bierman, Geology and Natural
Resources, University of Vermont; Dr. Arjun Heimsath,
Earth Exploration, Arizona State University; Dr. Peter
Knuepfer, Geology, Binghamton University (SUNY); and
Dr. Kyle Nichols, Geology, Skidmore College.
For further information, contact Pete Knuepfer at
knuepfr@binghamton.edu

ICAR VII Organizing Committee

OTHER NEWS FROM MEMBERS
From the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AEOLIAN
RESEARCH VII (ICAR VII)

Two special theme issues of internationally recognized
journals, arising from the workshop in Inner Mongolia in
September, 2007, co-sponsored by the International
Association of Geomorphologists, were published earlier
this year and last year, respectively.

This is the second announcement of the Seventh
International Conference on Aeolian Research to be held
5-9 July, 2010 at Santa Rosa, Argentina. Session topics
will include:
-

The first issue is Geographical Research 47(1), March
2009, with the theme: 'Land degradation and
rehabilitation in ecologically fragile areas', edited by the
Guest Editors Xiaoping Yang and Arthur Conacher. For
details of the papers please see:
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/122220982/is
sue

Mechanics of Aeolian Processes;
Dust entrainment, transport and deposition;
Dunes and dune systems;
Coastal aeolian processes;
Paleo aeolian systems;
Anthropogenic interactions with aeolian systems;
Modelling dust transport systems;
Modeling sand transport systems;
Extraterrestrial aeolian processes and landforms.

The second issue is Quaternary Research 73(1),
January 2010, with the theme: 'Environmental changes
in arid and semi-arid regions' and Guest Editors:
Xiaoping Yang and Louis A. Scuderi. For details of the
papers please see:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00335894

Other studies in wind erosion and aeolian processes are
also welcome. Each session will include oral
presentations, discussions and posters. Presentations
are scheduled for publication in a special issue of
Aeolian Research. A field trip to local aeolian features is
planned. A Photo Contest on aeolian topics is also
offered. Rules, deadlines and other details of this activity
are posted on the ICARVII web site.

Prof. Xiaoping Yang

From Northern Illinois University

For more information please visit our web page at:
http://rian.inta.gov.ar/icarvii/
or contact Convener Daniel Buschiazzo at
buschiazzo@agro.unlpam.edu.ar

Luo, W., and T. F. Stepinski, 2009, Computer-generated
global map of valley networks on Mars, Journal of
Geophysical Research, 114, E11010,
doi:10.1029/2009JE003357
http://www.niu.edu/landform/papers/2009JE003357.pdf

Important Deadlines
Submission of Abstracts and/or Full Papers: March 15,
2010
Fees payment at a reduced cost: May 31, 2010
Registration is now open at: http://rian.inta.gov.ar/icarvii/

Dr. Wei Luo

From the University of Kentucky

Some Additional Details

The geography department at the University of Kentucky
continues to strengthen its focus in biogeomorphology,
6

controls on multiscale spatial pattern of salt marsh vegetation,
Physical Geography, In press.
Kim, D., Cairns, D.M., & Bartholdy, J., 2009. Spatial
heterogeneity and domain of scale on the Skallingen salt
marsh, Denmark, Danish Journal of Geography 109: 95-104.
Kim, D., Cairns, D.M., & Bartholdy, J., 2009, Scale-dependent
interactions and community structure along environmental
gradients on a coastal salt marsh, Journal of Coastal Research
SI 56: 429-433.
Kim, D. & Yu, K.B., 2009, A conceptual model of coastal dune
ecology synthesizing spatial gradients of vegetation, soil, and
geomorphology, Plant Ecology 202, pp. 135-148.
Kim, D., Yu, K.B., & Park, S.J., 2008, Identification and
visualization of complex spatial pattern of coastal dune soil
properties using GIS-based terrain analysis and geostatistics,
Journal of Coastal Research 24(4C), pp. 50-60.
Park, S.J., Ruecker, G.R., Agyare, W.A., Akramhanov, A.,
Kim, D., & Vlek, P.L.G., 2009, Influence of grid cell size and
flow routing algorithm on soil-landform modeling, Journal of the
Korean Geographical Society 44: 122-145.
Phillips, J.D. 2009. Landscape evolution space and the
relative importance of geomorphic processes and controls.
Geomorphology 109: 79-85.
Phillips, J.D. 2009. Biological energy in landscape evolution.
American Journal of Science 309: 271-290.
Phillips, J.D. 2009. Soils as extended composite phenotypes.
Geoderma 149: 143-151.
Phillips, J.D., Lorz, C. 2008. Origins and implications of soil
layering. Earth-Science Reviews 89: 144-155.
Phillips, J.D., Marion, D.A., Turkington, A.V. 2008.
Pedologic and geomorphic impacts of a tornado blowdown
event in a mixed pine-hardwood forest. Catena 75: 278-287.
Phillips, J.D. 2008. Soil system modeling and generation of
field hypotheses. Geoderma 145: 419-425.
Phillips, J.D. 2008. Goal functions in ecosystem and
biosphere evolution. Progress in Physical Geography 32: 5164.
Phillips, J.D., Park, L. 2009. Forest blowdown impacts of
Hurricane Rita on fluvial systems. Earth Surface Processes
and Landforms 34: 1069-1081.
Phillips, J.D., Turkington, A.V., Marion, D.A. 2008.
Weathering and vegetation effects in early stages of soil
formation. Catena 72: 21-28.

focusing on mutual adjustments among landforms,
surface processes and organisms; coevolution of
landforms, soils, and ecosystems; ecological patterning
in landforms; and geomorphic patterning in ecosystems.
Daehyun Kim, who recently completed his PhD at Texas
A&M, joined the department in 2009, specializing in
biogeomorphology of coastal wetlands, landscape
ecology, and spatial analysis and modeling of landscape
dynamics. Songlin Fei, whose primary affiliation is the
UK Department of Forestry, recently joined the
department as a joint appointment. Fei’s expertise is in
geospatial science and technology, landscape ecology,
invasive species, and spatial modeling. Rosana GrafalsSoto, currently completing her PhD at Rutgers, will join
the program as a Research Fellow in August, 2010. She
specializes in coastal geomorphology and ecology.
These newcomers join full-time geomorphology faculty
Alice Turkington (weathering, applied geomorphology,
biotic effects on weathering and regolith evolution) and
Jonathan Phillips (fluvial and soil geomorphology,
pedology, earth surface systems, coevolution of
landforms, soils, and ecosystems). The program also
includes adjunct faculty Dan Marion (USDA Forest
Service), who works on (among other things) vegetationsoil-landform interactions in forest environments, and
W.A. (Drew) Andrews (Kentucky Geological Survey), a
Quaternary geologist and head of KGS mapping
programs.
Publications by the Biogeomorphology Group in
biogeomorphology and closely related areas since 2008
include:
Fei, S. and K.C. Steiner. 2009. Rapid Capture of Growing
Space by Red Maple.
Canadian Journal of Forest Research 39: 1444–1452. (jif 1.5).
Fei, S. and K.C. Steiner. 2008. Relationships between
Advance Oak Regeneration and
Biotic and Abiotic Factors. Tree Physiology 28: 1111-1119. (jif
2.3).
Kim, D., Cairns, D.M., & Bartholdy, J., 2010. Wind-driven sealevel variation influences dynamics of salt marsh vegetation,
Annals of the Association of American Geographers, In press.
Kim, D., Cairns, D.M., & Bartholdy, J., 2010. Environmental

Prof. Jonathan Phillips
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Geomorphorum is issued twice a year by the Geomorphology Specialty Group of the Association of American
Geographers. The purpose of this newsletter is to exchange ideas and news about geomorphology, and to foster
improved communication within our community of scholars. The editor of Geomorphorum welcomes news,
comments, and suggestions from all members of the geomorphological community. Issues of Geomorphorum are
posted on the website of the GSG; new issues are announced through the Geomorphlist listing service currently
maintained by Chris Houser at Texas A&M University.
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